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Prof. Fern Kory Fall 2007 
Office: CH 3365 
Voicemail: 581.6291 
*E-mail: fkory@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: M 2-3, W + F 12-1 
Homepage: http://www.ux1.eiu.edu/-fkory/ 
Children's Lit website: www.eiu.edu/-childlit 
English 3405 (02): Children's Literature 
MWF 1 :00 - 1 :50 in CH 3691 
and by appointment 
TEXTBOOK Essentials of Children's Literature, Lynch-Brown & Tomlinson (hereafter ECL) 
ANTHOLOGY Folk and Fairy Tales, ed. Hallett (hereafter FFT) 
TRADE BOOKS 
Picture Books 
Nappy Hair, Herron (illus. Cepeda) 
Amazing Grace, Hoffman (illus. Binch) 
Sam's Cookie, Lindgren (illus. Eriksson) 
Tar Beach, Ringgold 
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs, Scieszka (illus. Smith) 
Where the Wild Things Are, Sendak 
Tuesday, Wiesner 
Knuffle Bunny, Mo Willems 
"Chapter Books" (includes "transition books" & novels) 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963, Curtis 
*Ella Enchanted, Levine - *optional extra credit reading 
Frog and Toad Together, Lobel 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, Rowling (illus. Grandpre) 
Charlotte's Web, White (illus. Williams) 
Tentative Schedule of Readings and Assignments 
Week 1 - August 20, 22, 24 
M Introduction: What is "children's literature"? 
W Read Knuffle Bunny, WebCT Post about your childhood reading DUE 
Note: Always bring the book(s) to class discussions of assigned readings 
F Read "Learning about Children and their Literature" (ECL chapter 1: pages 2-22); 
Response to chapter one DUE 
Week 2-August 27, 29; September 1 
M Read traditional "Nursery Rhymes" (handout}+ "Traditional Literature" (ECL 5: 98-107) 
W "Introduction" (FFT xv-xxv) +Tales from Charles Perrault (France}: "Little Red Riding 
Hood" (FFT 6) + "Cinderella" {FFT 39); Post Questions & Observations 
F Tales from the Brothers Grimm (Germany): "Little Red Cap" (FFT 9) + "Ashputtel" (FFT 
45); Comparison of one Grimm and one Perrault tale DUE 
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Week 3 - September (3), 5, 7 
M Labor Day - no class meeting 
W Three more Red Riding Hoods: "The Story of Grandmother" (FFT 4) +"The Chinese Red 
Riding Hoods" (FFT 12) +"The Wolf and the Three Girls" (FFT 15) -and then the 
introduction to this section, "Loss of Innocence" (FFT 1) 
F Tales from Joseph Jacobs (England): "Molly Whuppie" (FFT 144) +"Jack and the 
Beanstalk" (FFT 147) +"The Story of the Three Little Pigs" (FFT 166) 
Week 4 - September 10, 12, 14 
M Read the chapter on "Illustrations" in FFT + The True Story of the Three Little Pigs 
W In-class Quest: Folk and Fairy Tales (WebCT Posts to date will also receive a score) 
F Read "Learning About Books" (ECL 2: only pages 31-37); Read (and bring to class) all 
eight picture books: Sam's Cookie, Where the Wild Things Are, Tuesday, Amazing 
Grace, Nappy Hair, The True Story of the Three Little Pigs, Knuffle Bunny, Tar Beach 
Week 5 - September 17, 19, 21 
M Read "Picture Books" (ECL 4:75-85); Re-view picture books & (again) bring all of them to 
class. We'll continue discussion of the elements of picture books 
W *Meet in the Ballenger Teacher Center 
Re-view Where the Wild Things Are + Tuesday (both are past winners of the Caldecott 
Medal for "Best American Picture Book" given by the American Library Association) 
F Read "Multicultural and International Literature" (ECL 10: 184-203) +four picture books: 
Sam's Cookie, Amazing Grace, Nappy Hair, and Tar Beach 
Week 6 - September 24, 26, (28) 
M Re-view Tar Beach, Amazing Grace apd Nappy Hair; Post about culturally specific 
aspects of two of these books DUE 
W Re-view all picture books plus Frog & Toad Together. Post a list of all nine of these 
books in terms of their target audience, from youngest to oldest. Explain the reasons 
behind your placement of each book, pointing to specific features that make each book 
more (or less) appropriate for younger or older readers. Bring all picture books to class. 
F Library Day- no class meeting. (I'll be out of town.) Go to the Ballenger Teacher 
Center to select three picture books you might want to look at more closely. Post 
comments on these books-and say which one you choose-by Sunday noon. 
Week 7 - October 1, 3, 5 
M First response to Self-Selected Picture Book DUE 
W More Detailed Analysis of Self-Selected Picture Book DUE 
F Review of Reviews DUE 
Week 8 - October 8, 10, (12) 
M In-class Quest: Picture Books (WebCT Posts will also receive a score) 
W Frog & Toad; Post focused on one "chapter'' DUE 
F Fa// Break - no class meeting 
Week 9 - October 15, 17, 19 
M "Modern Fantasy" (ECL 6: 115-124) 
W Begin Charlotte's Web (1-41) 
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F Continue Charlotte's Web (42-112); 
Week 10 - October 22, 24, 26 
M Finish Charlotte's Web (113-end) 
W Begin Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (chapters 1- 6) 
F Continue Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (ch. 7-12) 
Week 11 - October 29, 31; November 2 
M Finish Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone (ch. 13-17) 
W "Historical Fiction" (EGL 8: 146-155) 
F Begin The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 (1-85) 
Week 12- November 5, 7, 9 
M Continue The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 (86-168) 
W Finish The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 (169-210) 
F "Realistic Fiction" (ECL 7: 130-145) 
Week 13 - November 12, 14, 16 
M *Meet in the Ballenger Teacher Center to organize Realistic Fiction Group Projects. 
Topic+ Books must be approved by end of class period 
W Formal Group Project Topic Proposal & Bibliography DUE 
1st Response to Self-Selected Reading(s) for Group Project DUE 
F 2"d Response to Self-Selected Reading DUE 
!Thanksgiving Breaij 
Week 14 - November 26, 28, 30 
M Final Response to Self-Selected Reading DUE 
W Response to Research DUE - MLA style in-text citations for all quotes, paraphrases and 
summaries required; Group Presentation Outline DUE by end of class period. 
*You need to get my "okay" on your plan before any of your groupies leave the classroom 
F Begin Group Presentations 
Week 15 - December 3, 5, 7 
M Group Presentations 
W Group Presentations 
F Group Presentations; Prepare for Final Exam 
(WebCT Posts will receive scores) 
Finals Week- December 11, Tuesday from 12:30- 2:30 
T Final Exam (in-class essay) 
Note: This is a "writing-intensive" course, which means that you can revise one paper to submit 
to the Electronic Writing Portfolio. See me if you want to use a revised in-class essay to fulfill this 
annual requirement for the Writing Across the Curriculum program. 
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Assignments 
Web CT Posts -You will post all short writing assignments on WebCT. Some of these 
are indicated on the syllabus. Others will be announced (or further explained) in class. 
Your score for these posts (see syllabus for dates) will reflect their consistency and 
quality. A quality post is a thoughtful exploration of a worthwhile question or an 
interesting observation. It contains direct quotations (followed by page numbers in 
parenthesis) plus analysis of those quotations in which details in these passages are 
discussed and connections made to other ideas and texts that we've been talking about. 
These informal assignments will include analytic responses to assigned readings in our 
textbooks or trade books, critiques of professional book reviews, and responses to 
relevant biographical or critical information from appropriate secondary sources. 
Important Note: You need to post by 9:00 a.m. (posting the night before is even better) 
so your classmates and I can read your post before our class meets at 1:00. 
Late posts will be penalized (especially if there is a pattern of late-ness); 
missing posts will have an even more devastating effect on your score. 
Quests - "Quests" are kinda like tests and kinda like quizzes. You will answer some 
questions about terms and concepts (these will have "right" answers or, at least, more 
or less accurate or complete answers) and you will also write a short essay to 
demonstrate your ability to work with the texts and concepts covered in this section. 
Group Project - Along with a group of like-minded folks, you will read and evaluate a 
novel-length work of realistic fiction. Each groupie will read a different book and 
write several analytic responses plus a properly documented response to some research 
into the book and its author, illustrator, critical reception, etc. (See syllabus.) 
Collaboratively, your group will organize a presentation to share your observations 
and conclusions with the class in a Glear, efficient and engaging way. 
Final Exam Essay - This will consist of a single essay written in class during the final 
exam period. In this essay, you will explore three works or children's literature in light 
of a theme, issue or literary strategy that interests you. 
*Extra Credit - 5 points each must be completed before Thanksgiving Break 
*Poetry "Booktalk"+ handout - You can read, research and evaluate a book of poetry 
for children and then "booktalk" it to the class, helping us see what is entertaining, 
useful, beautiful, appropriate, exciting or problematic about it. The handout should 
include an MLA citation, at least one poem & its illustration, and perhaps some useful 
information (such as quotes from reviews). See me first to "okay" your book. 
*Analysis of Ella Enchanted. (Handout available.) 
Grades 
Quests (on on folk & fairy tale; one on picture book) 15 + 15 = 30% 
WebCT Posts (at three points in the semester) 10 + 10 + 10 = 30% 
Group Presentation = 15% 
Final Exam Essay = 20% 
Participation (includes attendance) = 5% 
Grades are not curved. 91 %+=A; 81 %+ = B; 71 %+ = C; 61 %+ = D; 60% & below= F 
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RESPONSIBILITIES AND POLICIES 
1.) Keep in touch! Late work will be penalized substantially unless we come to an 
understanding before the due date. If you are experiencing temporary difficulties, 
please contact me as soon as possible so we can work something out together. 
FYI: No late work will be accepted during the last week of classes. 
2.) Attendance counts. Participation too. If you have more than three (3) 
un-excused absences, you will receive zero points for participation. The way to 
maximize your scores-and learning-is to show up consistently, do the 
assigned reading and writing on time, pay attention to what's going on, ask 
questions, share your ideas, and respond respectfully to the ideas of others. 
3.) Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else's words or ideas and using them in 
your own written work or oral presentation without giving explicit credit to their 
author. This is a serious academic offense, and could result in a failing grade for 
the plagiarized assignment or this course, and might also incur other university 
penalties. At the very least, any work with problematic citations will have to be 
• 
revised before it can receive a grade. The tutors in the Writing Center (down the 
hall in CH 3110) can answer questions about how to quote, paraphrase, 
summarize, and properly cite your sources. Drop in or call (581-5929) to make 
an appointment to work with a tutor at any point in the writing process, from 
brainstorming, planning and drafting to editing. The Writing Center is open 
Monday thru Thursday 9 am -3 & 6-9 pm, and 9 am -1 pm Fridays. 
4.) Formal essays should be double-spaced and typed/printed. Use MLA-style 
documentation for citations. (See www.eiu.edu/-childlit for more information.) 
5.) Students with documented disabilities should contact the Office of Disability 
Services (581-6583) so we can work out appropriate accommodations. 
6.) You must complete all major assignments to pass this course. 
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Learning Goals 
• Awareness of the broad range of classic and contemporary works written 
or published for specifically for children 
• Awareness of historical developments related to this literature and the 
various social contexts in which it has been produced 
• Understanding of the terminology used to describe and evaluate it 
• Familiarity with the characteristics of the genre of children's literature. 
"Realism" and "fantasy" are the major categories. There are also many 
distinctive sub-genre of children's literature-such as "historical fiction" 
or "fairy tale" - and many examples of works that combine genres (for 
example, "time slip" novels use the methods of science fiction to create 
"historical fiction"; many a "folk tale" is an "animal fantasy"). 
• Familiarity with the conventions of the distinctive artistic forms in which 
writers and illustrators of children's literature work, including poetry, 
picture book, transition book (aka "chapter book" or "easy reader"), prose 
fiction (aka novel or short story), and hybrid forms, like "graphic novel" 
• Awareness of the interaction of oral, literary, visual and narrative 
elements in works of children' s.Jiterature in different genre 
• Development and application of criteria for evaluation of children's 
literature that takes into account its literary qualities, ideology, cultural 
authority, rhetorical purposes, and potential uses (instruction and/ or 
entertainment), with attention to the strategies by which authors and 
illustrators try to accommodate the developing interests, needs and 
abilities of their intended audience 
• Experience identifying and using some of the many print and electronic 
resources available to scholars and professionals in the various fields that 
work with youth literature, which include review journals, reference 
books, web-sites, discussion lists, and scholarly journals in disciplines 
such as English Studies, Education, and Library & Information Science 
• Experience evaluating children's literature in a variety of oral and written 
forms for a variety of professional and scholarly audiences 
• Exploration of issues and controversies in youth literature from a variety 
of perspectives: professional, personal, political, practical, and theoretical 
